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December 30, 2020 
 

Study: Coronavirus Vaccine May Backfire 
 
In a 2012 study, mice vaccinated with four coronavirus vaccine candidates 
suffered pathologic changes in their lungs when they were exposed to the virus. 
In short, it backfired. But the lungs of unvaccinated mice were fine. This is called 
a challenge trial. The vaccinated are exposed to the virus to see if the vaccine 
protects or hurts them. As a result, the researchers advised caution before 
moving toward a coronavirus vaccine for humans.  
 
In May, Dr. Fauci warned the U.S. Senate that the vaccine could backfire. His 
institute had funded this study. 
 
In October, Fauci said no challenge studies for the COVID-19 vaccine are 
planned. With “so much infection” in the country, he expects human participants 
to be exposed naturally to the virus to determine if the vaccine works. Is that 
safe? 
 
FAUCI: “When you do challenge studies, there’s not enough disease activity out there for your vaccine trial to give 
you a definitive answer. The real-world information that you want is out in the field when someone is actually 
being exposed to natural infection and to determine if the vaccine prevents against that. So right now, we’re not 
planning any challenge studies because we have so much infection going on . . . I think we’re going to have 
enough information to make a decision about the safety and efficacy of a vaccine without resorting to a challenge 
trial.” 
 
“Immunization with SARS Coronavirus Vaccines Leads to Pulmonary 
Immunopathology on Challenge with the SARS Virus,” Chien-Te Tseng, et 
al, PLoS One, April 20, 2012: https://bit.ly/2KicR1u 
 
“Dr. Anthony Fauci with COVID-19 Pandemic,” Yahoo Finance, October 26, 
2020 (10:00 marker): https://yhoo.it/2W8Ra6I 


